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OPEN LETTER 
 

TITLE:  RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION RFI NUMBER  
RT15-2020, THE SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF MOBILE COMMUNICATION 
SERVICES TO THE STATE 

TO:   NATIONAL TREASURY  

ATTENTION:  Ms Nancy Ravhandalala | transversal.contracting2@treasury.gov.za 
  Mr Davis Moshweunyane | DMoshweunyane@icasa.org.za 
  Office of Minister Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams | BMlambo@dtps.gov.za 
 
CC:  Competition Commission 

B-BBEE Commission 
Minister of Finance 
The Presidency  
Media 
General Public  

RELATED TO:  GOVERNMENT GAZETTE NOTICE 597 OF 2019 (1 NOVEMBER 2019):  
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT 2005, (ACT NO 36 OF 2005),NOTICE ON 
THE LICENSING PROCESS FOR INTERNATIONAL MOBILE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (IMT) SPECTRUM, INVITING COMMENTS IN RESPECT 
OF PROVISIONING OF MOBILE BROADBAND WIRELESS OPEN ACCESS 
SERVICES FOR URBAN AND RURAL AREAS USING COMPLIMENTARY BANDS, 
IMT700, IMT800, IMT2300, IMT2600 AND IMT3500. 

DATE:   14 FEBRUARY 2020  

FROM:  PROGRESSIVE BLACKS IN ICT (PBICT) 

YOUTH ECONOMIC ALLIANCE (YEA) 

SOUTH AFRICAN BLACK INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDERS ASSOCIATION 

(SABISPA) 

SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN IN ICT FORUM (SAWIICT) 
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We (MzansiWOAN) are an alliance group of four Non-Profit Organizations (NPO) namely: 
PBICT, SABISPA, YEA and SAWIICT.  

Collectively we speak for our 5 000+ members who are Africans in general and Blacks and 
Designated Groups in particular, who operate in the ICT sector. Our members have an 
interest in participating in all and / or any matters related to transformation of the 
telecommunications sector (especially Mobile) .  
 
Furthermore MzansiWOAN is a respondent and interested party to all matters related to 
licensing of the WOAN as well as auctioning of High Demand Spectrum which is meant to 
help transform the South African telecommunications sector and offer all types of 
customers, including the state, better value through reduced mobile data and voice rates 
(lower prices).  

We thank The National Treasury for the opportunity to provide written response to  
RFI - RT15-2020: The Supply and Delivery of Mobile Communication Services to the State.  

We (PBICT, SABISPA, YEA, SAWIICT) hereby make submission in accordance to the above-
mentioned invitation collectively as MzansiWOAN Tertiary Co-Operative (to be registered in 
2020) on behalf of Black ICT SMME’s. In addition to making this written submission the 
above organisations would appreciate the opportunity to make oral submissions or 
presentations to the National Treasury and Ministry given the opportunity.  
 
Firstly, we take note of RFI -RT15-2020 and we support and commend all Austerity 
Measures by our National Government to save on costs and the efforts to create efficient 
procurement vehicles that help the government to save costs and improve efficiency of the 
state’s daily operations. However, we wish to express a major concern on misalignment on 
various government initiatives related to matters that affect consumption of Mobile 
Telecommunications (data and voice) services in South Africa.  

We wish to highlight 5 extremely important State Led Processes (Documentation) which 
are under way that affect mobile (IMT) services in South Africa which in turn require the 
National Treasury’s attention and alignment in order to achieve bigger government 
objective of transformation of the telecommunications sector and address economic 
injustices of the past as well as diversification of procurement of mobile data and voices 
services in South Africa. 
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We urge The National Treasury, ICASA and the Minister (Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams) to 
study all the documents below and respond to this letter and advise if you believe that 
processes below have any material impact on RT15-2020 or not ; 

# Process Related and Impact all National Mobile Services Hyperlink 

1 Minister’s Directive to ICASA -  Notice 42597 – Policy on High Demand Spectrum 
and Policy Direction on the licensing of the Wireless Open Access Network 
(WOAN) – 26 July 2019 

http://bit.ly/2SMRQwg 

2 ICASA Notice 597 of 2019: (Notice 42820) - Notice On The Licensing Process For 
International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT) Spectrum, Inviting Comments In 
Respect Of Provisioning Of Mobile Broadband Wireless Open Access Services For 
Urban And Rural Areas Using Complimentary Bands, IMT700, IMT800, IMT2300, 
IMT2600 And IMT3500.- 1 November 2019 

http://bit.ly/38mQqPI 

3 55 x Telecoms Industry Reponses to ICASA Notice 42820 - 31 January 2020 https://www.icasa.org.za/pages/imt-spectrum 

4 Competition Commission Data Market Inquiry - Data Services Market Inquiry - 
Summary of Findings and Recommendations Non-Confidential (Final Report) –  
2 December 2019  

http://bit.ly/2UWxaox 

5 MzansiWOAN Reponses to ICASA Notice 597 (42820) – 31 January 2020 http://bit.ly/2SMMx05 

Page 7 of 12 - The Minister highlights the need to transform Telecommunications…. 
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Page 9 of 31 - ICASA Notice highlights government policy objectives to transform 
telecommunications sector… 

Page 3 of 24 - The Competition Commission Data Services Market Enquiry states:
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Page 21 of 25: MzansiWOAN response to ICASA, we state the following: 

With all of the above in mind we herewith request The National Treasury and the Ministry 
to consider the following;  

1. Proceed with caution on any procurement activities related to mobile data and voice 
services and align with all of the above highlighted processes.

2. Cease any contract renewal processes of the Vodacom Transversal contract related 
to RT15-2016 which saw Vodacom making an estimated (unconfirmed) R6 Billion+ 
in less than 5 years as the primary approved mobile data and voice services 
provider to the state.

3. We wish to have an urgent meeting with the National Treasury to discuss this 
process and all the highlighted processes that affect procurement of 
Telecommunications service.

4. National Treasury to consider overall government objectives related to 
transformation of key markets and inclusion of Black Businesses especially SMME’s 
in order to address economic injustices of Apartheid. 
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In conclusion we urge the National Treasury not to perpetuate injustices of the Apartheid 
government and to embrace the concept of Radical Market Transformation 
(telecommunications sector) and embrace a mindset of deliberate unapologetic intent on 
Empowerment of Black SMME and Previous Disadvantaged Individuals being prioritised to 
deliver these services to the state.  
 
FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACT DETAILS  

Full Name:   Zuko Leonard Rabotapi 
Title:    MzansiWOAN EXCO Member  
Cell Number:  +27 79 673 9867 
Email:   leonardr@mzansiwoan.net 
cc:   info@mzansiwoan.net 

Yours in economic transformation of the South African telecommunications sector…  

Kind Regards 

For PBICT For YEA For SABISPA For SAWIICT 
 

 

 
  

 
Dr. Leon Rolls  
President 

Afrika Mkhangala 
President   

Motsamai Mokhomo 
President 

Zine Nkukwana 
CEO 

 


